Total Recorder Instructions

First, the easy part:  Install the downloaded program. When you register, you'll do it from the Help Menu.

There are several tricky parts. The first is that recording MP3 with acceptable audio quality requires a dll file called BladeEnc.dll, which I’ve uploaded to my Website at:  http://www.efficientfrontier.com/files/BladeEnc.dll . Put it into c:\Program Files\High Criteria\Total Recorder, which the installation has created. (Warning: bladeenc.dll is a frequently infected file, and many antivirus programs and servers will block it; make sure your antivirus is turned on before downloading this.)

Next, you’ll need to turn on the bladeenc.dll file by going to options|settings and hitting the MP3 tab, then selecting the “blade encoder (Dll) under the “select program for encoding to MP3” option about one third the way down the menu.

The other tricky part is to go to options|recording source and parameters, and look at the bottom of that window and make sure that the recording source and 

parameters are MPEG Layer-3, at 128 kbit/sec and 44,100 Hz. If it is something else, first check the box that says, "convert using parameters specified below, hit the "change" button. There are two windows you have to change. Change the top one to "MPEG Layer-3, Blade Encoder dll," and then the bottom one will offer you the settings, one of which will be 128 kbit/sec and 44,100 Hz. This is a reasonable quality for stereo music, particularly if you want to burn them as audio files to a CD.  If all you want to do is listen to mono voice, then 64-bit mono is very good quality and save file size.

The program should now work. Here's the operational logic:

1)  Hit the record button--the round red button at the bottom right.

2)  Start up your streaming broadcast.   When it is playing, you will see an indication that it is recording in the program panel.

3)  When done recording, you must hit the black stop button next to the record button.

4)  Save the file using the file|save option.  It will automatically add the .mp3 extension.

You can change the directory where the mp3 files are placed by hitting options|open/save, and the second window in the menu lets you change the default file location. (Otherwise, it winds up in the c:\program files\high criteria\total recorder folder, which is a pain.)

You can record silently at 2-6x normal speed by going to options|recording source and parameters and checking the "accelerate recording (silent mode)" box. Note, however, that this doesn't work with many advanced media players designed to synchronize audio and video streams.  In order to use the accelerated recording feature with Real Player 10, for example, you have disable Direct Sound by going into Tools|Preferences|Hardware|Sound Card Compatibility--Settings|(check) Disable Direct Sound.  You cannot use accelerated mode at all with the Windows Media Player.

Finally, some broadcasts, particularly the BBC, do not possess adequate audio volume. The recording volume can be adjusted on the options|recording source and parameters menu; I suggest starting at 200%. With the newest version of Total Recorder (5.0) you can do this directly in the opening window.

